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chain of events, how he would cynically have laughed at this
cadeau worthless in any pawnshop, since he was the very man
indeed to enjoy to the full such a Rabelaisian joke.

CHAPTER   IV

THE CHAMPS ELYSEES
THE people reaching Germany from Eastern Europe after the
war were not all of the Barmat and Kutisker type. A number
of respectable business men settled in Berlin and introduced a
new note into the commercial and industrial life of the city.
" The Russian influence was particularly noticeable, first in artistic
circles and then among the people as a whole. Russian plays
had a surprising revival and at one time Russian cabarets were
the .best in Berlin, while the growing film industry was glad of
Russian and Hungarian talent. There was a definite improve-
ment in the German woman's appearance, brought about to a
large extent by the living example of the elegant Russian beauties.
This new note was spreading fast, and not only in the Russian
night-clubs, which at one moment made Berlin, at the expense of
Paris, the gayest capital in Europe to American eyes, more
especially after a coach full of tourists was upset by an excited
Parisian crowd, reacting at the peak of French inflation in 1926,
just as the Germans did in 1923, against the " cut-price sale "
of France by insulting " the bargain-hunters ".
The Russian business men and agents had an excellent eye for
the best sites for theatres, cinemas, shops and blocks of flats.
The appearance of the German capital was rapidly changing,
especially the " West End " round the ** Zoo **. It is well known
that Germany was modernising her whole industrial equipment
with the help of British and American financial support. At the
same time the foreigners there were bringing amusements up to
date with the aid of public funds, which although intended to
bolster economic reconstruction, came their way easily through
underground channels. Their subtlety and quickness were
admirably suited to this period, marked by a surprising mixture
of American hustle and German ingenuity, always in search of
untried possibilities, until Schacht's financial programme brought
this easy existence to an end and everything collapsed on the
famous Black Friday in 1929, in a financial, economic, social and
political crash, from the ruins of which there was to emerge
Hitler.